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Departing, they began going throughout the villages, preaching the Gospel . . . (Luke 9:6)

Very often, as new friends first become acquainted 
with SGA, they’re a bit overwhelmed at the 

number of ministries we support across the lands of 
Russia. Think about it for a moment! Bible training 
. . . youth and children’s workers . . . Christian 
education . . . sponsorship of church-planting 
missionaries. It’s all done with one overarching goal 
— to help evangelical churches in Russia and her 
neighboring countries take the Gospel to their people. 
And our faithful partners help make it all possible. 

 SGA-sponsored church planters are at the 
forefront of evangelism in today’s Russia. Rather 
than holding huge crusades as is popular here in the 
West, they labor faithfully in the cities, towns and 
tiny villages, one by one winning souls for Christ 
— and sometimes in the most unlikely places. For 
instance, SGA-sponsored missionary Alexander 

Spichak recently got the go-ahead to visit a juvenile 
detention facility in Russia’s Ivanovo region. 

 “These are boys under the age of 18. I tell 
them about Christ. I have permission to hold two-
hour discussion sessions in groups of three to four 
at a time. One group comes in and I talk to them for 
about 20 to 30 minutes. Then another group comes in. 

 “There are teenagers who do not know God 
and don’t want to listen. There are others who know 
about God, know Bible stories and have watched 
Christian films. I ask them if they want to ask God 
about something. Some tell foolish stories. Some 
have asked me to convey their apologies to those 
whom they offended and ask their forgiveness. One 
boy of 17 asked to remain in the room to talk to me. 
He asked me to pray with him, and he was crying. 
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This past 
November, I was 

on my way to meet a 
missionary family in 
Pruzhany. Suddenly, 
a drunk young man 
rushed out in front of 
my car. He ended up 
with severe fractures 
in his leg and shoulder, 
a fracture in his cranial 
vertebrae and multiple 
contusions. His name 

is Vitaly, and his brother told me that this is the third 
accident like this to happen with him. I have since 
visited Vitaly several times in the trauma center and in 
rehabilitation. He’s had several surgeries and is much 
better now. He was angry at first, but later phoned me 
to ask me to pray for him when he had surgery. So I 
hope that God is working in Vitaly’s heart. 
 I have also been witnessing to Vitaly’s sister, 
Ludmila. She is Orthodox, but had been praying 

for her drinking brothers, who often got into bad 
company. Her atheist husband mocked her, and in her 
despair she asked God to send a believer to meet her 
brothers. She had not told me this until now, feeling 
guilty about the accident. She said, “Maybe God has 
sent you to meet them. But I never thought He would 
do it this way!” Looking back, when I came home 
after the accident, my wife met me with tears and said, 
“Probably someone has been praying hard if [Vitaly] 
would end up under the wheels of the pastor’s car.” 
 This has been such an ordeal, but God has 
shown me that in any suffering, there is a deep 
purpose and that I must trust Him and thank Him in 
everything. Please pray for the salvation of Vitaly and 
his family! 

Valery Ohrimuk
Pruzhany, Belarus
Sponsored by:
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Strandberg

A Divine “Accident?”

He told me that he had killed a taxi driver. I gave him 
a big hug and said, ‘God loves you, but He does not 
like your sin. He wants to change your life and to give 
you a life that will bring only joy and happiness to 
people.’ Afterward, I found out that he was transferred 
to another prison, and I haven’t seen him since. I am 
thankful to God for giving me the opportunity to plant 
seeds of faith in these boys. Please pray for them!”

 In Belarus, SGA-sponsored church planter 
Vyacheslav Rodnev ministers in the town of Svisloch 
near the large city of Grodno. He has had a profound 
impact in the life of one grieving family. 

“In February, I visited one young guy at a hospital. 
Sasha had been to my Bible studies four years ago 
along with another brother, but there was no visible 
result. And now he was in the hospital completely 
broken. He and his wife had been in a terrible auto 
accident, and it was a miracle that they survived! 
Twice, Sasha’s heart stopped and the doctors were able 

to revive him. He was sincerely grateful to God that 
his life was spared, that his wife was alive and that 
his son was not an orphan. He prayed with me, asking 
God to forgive his sins and give him a chance to start a 
new life. 

“After this, I went to the village to talk to his wife and 
mother-in-law, to urge them not to blame Sasha for 
what had happened and thus destroy the family. As a 
result, one sister from our church brought Sasha’s wife 
and son to the church.” 

 We hear story after story like this. They don’t 
capture headlines in the news, but these life-changing 
incidents are recorded in Heaven, with rejoicing. We 
are deeply thankful to our God and Father for His 
saving power. And we are thankful to Him for you 
and the part you play in helping faithful men like 
Vyacheslav and Alexander labor day by day — all for 
the sake of the Gospel!
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Reports from the Harvest Field

Pray for Vitaly (left) – being drawn 
by Christ’s love through Valery’s 

faithful witness



Here in Siberia, we had really cold weather over 
the winter, with temperatures as low as minus-

35 degrees Celsius. But it didn’t matter at Christmas 
time. Our church and some other local congregations 
conducted outreaches at five 
locations in town. We made 
large banners with seven 
pictures from the Nativity story, 
and prepared some prizes. Then 
we went out in the streets. We 
asked unbelievers if they could 
tell the story of Christmas using 

those pictures, and if they did, they could choose a 
prize. Within three days, some 300 people heard the 
Gospel. We didn’t think anyone would stop to talk to 
us because it was so bitterly cold. But people were 

receptive, and we saw the 
hand of God in it all. 

Yevgeny Schetinsky
Krasnoyarsk, Russia
Sponsored by:
Mrs. Elinor Rogers
SGA Canada
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Cold Weather . . . Warm Hearts

We opened two more rehab centers in the St. 
Petersburg region. I visit the centers and talk 

to people there. One 20-year-old girl — the daughter 
of a local police officer — told me her story. She had 
been using drugs for five years and was near death. 
 She said, “I felt terrible. I cried out and wept. 
My parents didn’t know how to help me. My father 
even brought me drugs because I said I needed more 
and it would help me feel better. He couldn’t do 
anything about it. One day I saw a chief doctor in St. 
Petersburg interviewed on television, and he talked 
about the church rehab centers. He said no one could 
help an addict except God; then he gave the phone 
numbers of the centers.” 

 The Lord freed this young girl from 
dependency. Her mother, seeing such a miracle, 
received Christ and was baptized. I witness many 
such miracles in my ministry. 

Anatoly Orlov
St. Petersburg, Russia
Sponsored by:
Mr. Adam Dickreiter
Mrs. Elizabeth Lewshenia
Emmanuel Community Church

Finding Freedom From Drugs



4  SGA Insight

I am rejoicing that the Lord is bringing young people 
to Himself. A young man named Vladimir repented 

recently after attending several of our worship 
services. He is just 16. Also, a six-year-old girl named 
Zlata (meaning “gold” in the Gypsy language) told her 
parents that she wanted to pray a prayer of confession 
at church. They initially forbade her because of her 
young age, but I convinced them to change their mind. 
Jesus said . . . Let the little children alone, and do not 
hinder them from coming to Me, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these (Matthew 19:14). 
Zlata has been coming to church since she was only 

a year old. Together with her sister, she is the most 
active member of the Sunday school and worships 
God by reciting poems from memory. 
 Please pray for these 
young ones, especially that 
the Lord will strengthen their 
new faith. 

Victor Shemetov
Checkersk, Belarus

 This past May in Kyrgyzstan, the 14-year-old 
son of Alymek Isakov — a Kyrgyz Baptist — died 
of heart failure. The Isakov family and 20 fellow 
Baptists were planning to bury the boy’s body on a 
plot of land in their village on land allocated back in 
2006 as a graveyard for the Baptist church. 

 As the funeral was being held, a mob of 
30 Muslim men from the village — some of them 
reportedly drunk — showed up with spades and 
other farm implements. They threatened the family 
not to bury their son there, and forced them to stop 
the burial. Police later forcibly took the child’s body 
from the family and buried him in another village, 
in what the family calls a very disrespectful manner. 
The grieving family located the burial site and 
reburied him properly. And it didn’t stop there. The 
local village council cut off water for their crops. 
The surviving Isakov children have been beaten 
and threatened by other children in school, but 
the leadership has taken no action to protect them. 
Instead, they were told that this is what happens when 
you convert from Islam to “another faith.” 

 SGA president Bob Provost calls this 
the worst incident of persecution he’s seen since 
the Soviet collapse. Thus far, appeals to higher 
authorities have resulted in nothing, and the officials 
are blaming the Baptists for the whole affair. The 
Baptists are concerned that the government will now 
use this situation to pass a very restrictive religion 
law — something already being threatened by the 
speaker of the Kyrgyz parliament. 

 Along with this tragic story, it was reported 
that Baptist pastor Zaur Balaev is again being 
threatened with prison by authorities in Azerbaijan 
only a few weeks after an international outcry helped 
prompt his release. Also, the Kazakh parliament 
earlier this year began drafting harshly restrictive 
legislation that, if approved, would severely impact 
evangelical churches and missionaries. 

  Incidents such as these are growing in 
number across the former Soviet Union, and the 
churches are deeply concerned. Please join us in 
praying that God will restrain these attempts to hinder 
the Gospel, knowing that . . . The king’s heart is like 
channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it 
wherever He wishes (Proverbs 21:1). 

The Pure “Gold” of a Child’s Faith

Troubling Incidents Signal Renewed 
Persecution of Christians

What’s at Stake for ChristiansWhat’s Happening

andAnalysisNews
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Christmas is still several months away, but 
evangelical churches across the lands of Russia 

are already preparing for the SGA-sponsored 
Immanuel’s Child ministry. 

 Enabled by the offerings of participating 
North American churches, evangelical congregations 
in Russia and her neighboring countries reach 
thousands of needy 
children and their 
families during 
Russian Christmas, 
January 7. As part 
of the outreach, 
each child receives 
a special Christmas 
gift — purchased 
locally, lovingly 

wrapped and presented by Russian church workers. 
They also receive Russian-language Christian 
children’s literature, and a signed Star of Bethlehem 
ornament from individuals or families in North 
American churches. Other items such as candy, fruit, 
warm clothing or other toiletry items will also be 
included. Most importantly, each child will have the 
opportunity to hear the Gospel, and the churches will 

conduct follow-up ministry throughout the year. 

 If your church is interested in being a part of 
this year’s Immanuel’s Child ministry, please call 

1-800-BIBLE-50 
and ask for your 
free kit today. 

Thanks to the support of SGA partners, several 
new Russian-language titles are being added 

to our list of 
sound theological 
books for pastors, 
missionaries, 
seminary and Bible 
institute students. 

 Included 
is Volume III 
of the Matthew 
commentary by Dr. 
John MacArthur, 
with Volume IV 

planned release later this summer. Also, two new 
titles by SGA’s professor of Bible, Dr. Roman 
Dechtiarenko, are being added. The first, New Man 
in Christ, is being distributed now and the second, 
The Holy Spirit, is now being printed. 

 Finally, in cooperation with Cook Publishing 
and three other Christian missions, nearly 400,000 
copies of several excellent books are being shipped 
from our printer to Ukraine. SGA’s office will 
receive 125,000 of these titles for distribution to the 
church-planting missionaries we sponsor. The titles 
include Ukrainian and Russian-language versions 
of The Life of Christ, Six Busy Days, and The 
Children’s Book of Prayers. 

Preparing for Immanuel’s Child Christmas Ministry

SGA Releases New Russian-Language Literature

Looking Ahead

Роман Дехтяренко

Новый человек 
во Христе

С е р и я  « В  п о м о щ ь  с л у ж и т е л ю »

Доктор богословия Роман Дехтяренко – один 

из лучших русскоязычных учителей Славян-

ского Евангельского Общества. В течение мно-

гих лет он читает лекции и проводит семинары 

во многих семинариях и библейских институ-

тах в странах СНГ. Его лекции записываются 

на  аудио- и видеокассетах и распространяются 

в виде пособий для пасторов и студентов.

Самое сокровенное желание Романа Дехтяренко – «передать Слово верным 

людям, которые были бы способны и других научить» (2 Тим. 2:2).

ISBN 1-56773-C85-X 

Каждый верующий сталкивается с опасностью вну-

тренней духовной борьбы, потому что в нём живут 

две противоположные природы: ветхая природа, 

которую он унаследовал от Адама в естественном 

рождении, и  новая природа, данная ему в момент 

возрождения  Святым Духом.

Несмотря на то, что ветхая природа в момент 

возрождения теряет господство над верующим, 

она продолжает жить в нём до конца жизни на этой 

земле.

Благодаря тому, что Святой Дух постоянно живёт 

в верующих, Его сила всегда доступна нам. Пока хри-

стианин не исполнится верой, сила Святого Духа 

остаётся бездей ственной в его жизни. Шаг за шагом 

христианин должен научиться доверять не себе, а 

Святому Духу, веря, что только Он даёт ему силу 

победить ветхую природу.

Новый человек 
во Христе

Новы
й человек во Христе

Роман Дехтяренко The book, New Man in Christ, by 
SGA’s Dr. Roman Dechtiarenko
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Pastor Sergei Naboichenko
SGA-Sponsored Church Planter in Russia
Sponsored by:
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Taylor

We praise and thank our Lord God, who has 
blessed us so richly over the past year. Our 

church is thriving, 
and the Lord has 
enabled many kinds 
of ministry in our 
church—especially 
youth ministry, 
which has such vast 
potential!

Our youth program 
is called “Schools 
Without Walls.” We 
organize regional conferences aimed at motivating 
and training our youth for ministry, and we are seeing 
the fruit. We see more and more young people among 
church ministers. We have regular youth meetings in 
the form of clubs. Young preachers are participating 
in the worship services. Young brothers and sisters 
are studying the Word of God, witnessing to their 
unsaved friends and inviting them to youth meetings. 
Today, young people tend to be less interested in 
books, due to the Internet and electronic media. But 
we have formed a Bible-reading “brain ring” and 
related competitions, and the youth are interested! We 
plan to continue this ministry. 

Summer Evangelism Reaching Thousands

 I can’t overstate the importance of regional 
evangelistic bicycle rallies around Kaluga. During 
the summer in 2007, we had two such events. As 
a result, thousands of people heard the Gospel and 
received New Testaments. We met lots of unsaved 
young people along the way who loved to bicycle, 
and they accompanied us. Our young people 

became excited about personal evangelism, and as a 
result, several came to saving faith and were baptized. 
The work with kids and teenagers constitutes a huge 
part of our ministry. We have weekly Bible classes all 
year, and an AWANA club. Kids hear the Gospel on a 
daily basis. They study the Bible and fellowship with 
each other. Summer camps for kids are the highlight 

of children’s 
ministry in the 
Kaluga region. 

Our church leads 
outreach ministry. 
We organized 
major meetings 
on Christmas, 
Easter and over 
the summer. We 
visited hospitals, 

where 500 to 700 people heard about Christ. As a 
result, two homeless men whose legs had frozen off 
from sleeping in the street came to faith. One of them, 
Alexander, is already a bold evangelist in the Center 
for Handicapped People. 

 There is so much more to share, but I am out 
of space. We began this year inspired by the fruit of 
last year, and we are filled with new ideas. Please 
pray for us and support us with your prayers. May 
God fulfill His will through our ministry, and through 
yours in North America. 

Reaching Thousands in Kaluga
The Vast Potential of Youth Ministry

With God’s help, Sergei is building a vibrant, zealous 
youth movement dedicated to Christ.



Beginning this month, we are adding 
Canadian Connection to InSight. On 

behalf of SGA/Canada, “Thank you for your 
faithful prayer and financial partnership 
with believers in the CIS.” For that reason 
we want to share with you 
what God is doing here in 
Canada and the lives of 
believers in the CIS with 
whom you partner.

One of our Canadian 
partnerships enables 
Yevgeny Shchetinsky 
(Cold Weather …Warm 
Hearts) to plant a church 
in a section of the city 
of Krasnoyarsk where 
there are hundreds of 
thousands of people with no Gospel witness. 
When visiting that city, I was impressed 
by Yevgeny’s and his wife’s sacrifice and 
passion. Their housing needs have not been 
allowed to overshadow the fruitful home 
Bible studies with many young couples who 
have repented and are being discipled.

Seeing what God is doing changes our lives. 
I will never forget how God answered the 
prayer of a Canadian pastor friend who had 
traveled with me to Russia and Ukraine. 
Before leaving Canada, he had been 
approached by a few people who had taken 
the cruise from St. Petersburg to Moscow 
and were excited that he could also see 
Russia. Before leaving Moscow, my pastor 
friend was also able to see a few of those 
tourist places. Like so many others, he had 
his picture taken in Red Square with St. 
Basil’s Cathedral in the background. But 
that night as we traveled from Moscow on 
an overnight train, he began to see the real 
Russia. Sharing a compartment on the train, 
I rolled over repeatedly and saw him staring 

out the window as the train passed through 
small, poor towns where people lived off 
their gardens or dachas. When I asked if my 
snoring was keeping him awake, he turned 
and with cheeks moistened by tears confided 

how his heart was gripped by the real 
Russia. 

Later, toward the end of our trip when 
we were in a rural town south of Kiev, 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian pastor who is 
supported through SGA Canada asked 
my Canadian pastor friend to pray 
that God would provide windows and 
doors for their House of Prayer. It had 
been under construction for a number 
of years. Before my friend prayed, 
he asked me what the pastor meant. I 
explained that the congregation had 

no more resources. If God did not provide, 
the building could not be closed in. Humbled 
by the magnitude of the need, my friend 
fervently submitted the request to the Lord. 
God graciously allowed my friend to see 
most of the resources provided through those 
who asked what he had seen and how they 
could be involved. 

As we show you what God is doing in the 
real Russia, Ukraine, and CIS, thank you for 
allowing your hearts to be moved to pray 
and partner before we ask. That is uniquely 
Canadian! Praise the Lord!

Early fall ministry itinerary:
Sept. 7 – Sunday Morning Group – Stratford 
ON
Sept. 17 – Oct. 3 – Allan & Lynne Vincent, 
Allen Mickle – Russia & Ukraine
Oct. 5 – Benton Street Baptist Church Missions’ 
Conference– Kitchener ON
Oct. 17-19 – Cornerstone Ministries Missions’ 
Conference – Crystal City MB
Oct. 26 – Longbranch Baptist Church Missions’ 
Conference – Toronto ON

Canadian
Connection

InSight is published to report
religious news about Russia, the rest 
of the CIS and the ministries of:

Slavic Gospel Association
6151 Commonwealth Drive
Loves Park, IL  61111
www.sga.org
E-mail: insight@sga.org
Phone: 815-282-8900
Fax: 815-282-8901

Slavic Gospel Association — Canada
55 Fleming Drive, Suite 26
Cambridge, ON  N1T 2A9
E-mail: Canada@sga.org
Phone: 519-621-3553
Fax: 519-621-7571

To start, cancel or change the 
mailing address on your subscription 
to InSight, please send your name, 
your old address, and your new 
address to the address listed above. 
Please allow six to eight weeks for 
the fulfillment of your request.

International Offices

Australia / Dr. Nikolai Porublev
Canada / Rev. Allan W. Vincent
England / William Smylie
New Zealand / Richard Hemmingsen

U.S. Board of Directors

Warner Tillman, Chairman
Harry Leopold, Vice Chairman
Dr. Richard Gregory, Secretary
John Wauterlek, Treasurer
Evon Hedley, Director Emeritus
Dr. Robert W. Provost, President
Dr. Bill Atkinson
John Blackman
Rev. Bruce Love
Jack Tedford
Rev. Allan W. Vincent

Canadian Board of Directors

Ivan Barber, Chairman
Dr. Stephen Code, Vice Chairman
Carol Dean Jeffries, Treasurer
Rev. Allan W. Vincent, Director
John C. Goetze
Walter Gnida
Arnold Heron
Michael Nichols
Dr. Robert W. Provost
John Zielonko

SGA is a member of:

Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability

CrossGlobal Link

Rev. Allan W. Vincent
Director, SGA Canada

I do all things for the sake of the Gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. (1 Corinthians 9:23)
Welcome to all of our Canadian Partners! 
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Help plant new churches in the lands of Russia

Thank you!
Please return the enclosed 
reply form with your gift.

 Russian-speaking people are desperate to know 
God’s truth. But many of them have never had the 
opportunity to hear about the peace, meaning and eternal 
salvation that He promises. 

 Why? Because most towns and villages in Russia 
and her neighboring countries have no formal, consistent 
Christian witness at all. And even large cities often have 
only a few Bible-believing congregations. That’s why 
church planting is the heart and soul of evangelism in the 
lands of Russia. 

Your partnership will help reach Russian-speaking 
people for Christ

 All that we do at SGA—from sponsoring church 
planters . . . Bible training . . . provision of Russian-language Bibles and Christian 
literature . . . to sponsoring youth ministry and children’s workers—is done with one 
goal in mind. And that goal is the salvation of lost men, women and children across 
the lands of Russia. It’s crucial to increase the number of Bible-preaching churches, 
so that this can happen. To do that, we must prepare, equip and support the faithful 
churches, pastors and workers as they proclaim the life-changing Gospel.

 Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness to the cause of Christ.  

How You
  Can Help

You can make a difference. . . today!
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FPO
Your gift today 

will help reach the 

lost in the lands of 

Russia

To make your gift by credit card, see reverse side. >

o  Allan, here’s my gift to express my partnership with SGA to help

  reach the lost for Christ in the lands of Russia. I’m enclosing $_______. (11000)

o	  I would like to stay better connected! Please e-mail me with periodic ministry updates,  

  key prayer requests and needs.  (4401)

o	 Sign me up to be part of SGA’s special e-mail Prayer Team. (4403)

 My e-mail address is:_____________________________


